February 27, 2014

Republican Senators are not alone in
this thinking—although I'm sure the
majority leader wishes that it was just
the Republicans complaining. Many
Senate Democrats also feel the same
way. They too have legislation. They
too have amendments they would like
to see in front of the Senate that would
see the light of day.

One such amendment that the major-
ity leader is using in his blame game is
a bipartisan amendment offered by
Senators Menendez and Kirk, a Repub-
lican and Democrat, with 59 Senate co-
sponsors. There is an overwhelming
amount of Senate support for this
amendment. So why can’t we get the
issue of Iran’s nuclear capabilities to
the Senate floor? Why does the Senate
majority leader continue to obstruct
the Senate process rather than return
to regular order and allow the Senate
to operate the way it was intended?

The dysfunction of the Senate ulti-
mately hurts the American people, and
the majority leader has the ability to
change that. My hope is that we move
beyond this time in the Senate’s his-
tory, that we move beyond the same
old, same old, and that we have the op-
portunity to chart a new path forward
to restore the Senate to function as it
should.

I have no interest in serving in a Sen-
ate that doesn’t do its work. Neither
the majority leader nor any other
Member of this body has the ability to
represent individual Americans’ inter-
est at any given moment.

We each represent people from our
respective States who have different
points of view. I understand that peo-
ple have a different point of view de-
pending upon where they live, their
background, their experience, and their
philosophy. This diversity of opinion is
what makes this country and, by ex-
tension, the Senate such a force for
good in the world.

These opposing viewpoints are by
their very definition American. The di-
versity and disagreement among our-
selves is actually American, not un-
American. Whether it is the Kansas
small business owner who fears losing
health insurance or the brave partici-
pants of the Seneca Falls Convention,
Americans have the right to be heard
and the right to play a part in the
American political process. No one has
the right to call those people un-Amer-
ican.

The litmus test for what is or is not
American behavior cannot be adminis-
tered or measured in partisan terms.
Yet the bulk of the comments made by
the majority leader attempted to do
just that.

I am disappointed that it is even nec-
essary for me to be on the Senate floor
to talk about these disparaging com-
ments, but the American people de-
serve an accountable legislature.

Whether you agree or disagree with
the direction of our country—if you
disagree with the direction it is head-
ing in or you think we are doing OK,
you are still an American, and you
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have the right to voice that opinion
without having your allegiance to the
United States called into question.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider the fol-
lowing nominations on today’s Execu-
tive Calendar: Nos. 568, 569, 565, and 571.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the nominations be confirmed en bloc,
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate; that
no further motions be in order to any
of the nominations; that any related
statements be printed in the RECORD;
that President Obama be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action and the
Senate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, Senator
GRASSLEY, the ranking member of the
Judiciary Committee, is unable to be
on the floor at this time, and on his be-
half I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I will read
into the RECORD—maybe tonight, but if
not, I will do it Monday—statements
made in the past by the ranking mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee where
he talked in detail about how foolish it
would be to have cloture on nomina-
tions for judges—his exact words.

I am disappointed that there has
been an objection, but as I indicated
yesterday, we are in groundhog year.
Why would this next week be any dif-
ferent than the rest of this year?

They have objected and obstructed—
they meaning the Republicans in the
Senate—everything. Look at what we
just finished—and I mean finished. We
just finished a bill that had been
worked on for a long time by the junior
Senator from Vermont, the chairman
of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

This is a bill that would help vet-
erans. No one disputes the bill would
help veterans. All 26 veterans organiza-
tions, including the American Legion
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, sup-
ported that legislation—plus 24 other
veterans organizations. So what hap-
pens over here with the Republicans?
They figured out a way to say no. They
always do that. But the way they say
no is to obstruct, and that is what they
did on this veterans bill.

I hope every veteran in America un-
derstands the fact that we had some-
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thing that would improve the lives of
the fighting men and women who came
back from Iraqg and Afghanistan, and
those Asian veterans from Vietnam
and some from Korea and some from
World War II who are still with us. Be-
cause of the continual obstruction over
here to do anything they can to slow
down the Obama administration, they
are even willing to hurt veterans.

This was a bill that didn’t take a sin-
gle penny. It was paid for with leftover
war money. We agreed to have amend-
ments, but that is just all hot air from
the Republicans. We would be willing
to do these bills if they would allow us
to have amendments, and they figured
out a way to say no again.

So we have to invoke cloture on dis-
trict court judges that my friend, the
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, has said time and time again
should not happen.

Either tonight or Monday I will read
verbatim into the RECORD what he has
said in the past.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF DEBO p.
ADEGBILE TO BE AN ASSISTANT
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to exec-
utive session to consider Calendar No.
659.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Debo P. Adegbile, of New York, to be
an Assistant Attorney General.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a
cloture motion at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Debo P. Adegbile, of New York, to be an
Assistant Attorney General.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Richard J.
Durbin, Patty Murray, Barbara Boxer,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Jack Reed, Carl
Levin, Debbie Stabenow, Tom Udall,
Martin Heinrich, Christopher Murphy,
Michael F. Bennet, Maria Cantwell,
Amy Klobuchar, Richard Blumenthal,
Tom Harkin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum required
under rule XXII be waived for the clo-
ture motion with respect to Calendar
No. 659.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to legis-
lative session.
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